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(R)evolution – the concepts of political 
transformations in ancient Greece

Introduction

In considering the topic of revolution, it is impossible not to notice 
that it appears on various levels and within diff erent contexts. In this 
paper, I would like to draw attention to the concept of revolution and 
revolt in antiquity, but not in terms of direct historical analysis and 
a dry description of the fairly frequent political changes, but as a factor 
taken into account in the political theories of ancient philosophers. As 
a  result of its broad range, the analysis will be limited to our closest 
cultural fi eld, that is Greek philosophy. 

First of all, what we consider as the basic diff erence between 
revolution and revolt today (though these word are oft en equally 
used synonymously) had less importance in antiquity. Most modern 
philosophers (e.g., Samuel Huntington, Charles Tilly) distinguish 
the diff erence between revolt and revolution by their outcomes1. 

1  S. P. Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, New Haven and 
London 1968, p. 264. Charles Tilly, From Mobilization to Revolution, Michigan 1977, 
pp. 5–7, 7–8.
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Wydarzeniom polskiego Marca 1968 oraz Pra-
skiej Wiosny w Czechos owacji  towarzyszy a 
nadzieja na liberalizacj  systemu i sprze-
ciw wobec skostnia ej dyktatury. Wyra n  
rol  w tych prze omowych momentach odegra-
li przedstawiciele inteligencji. Intelek-
tualny wymiar rodkowoeuropejskiego roku 
1968 jest punktem wyj cia do rozwa a  nad 
rol  inteligencji w ukierunkowaniu buntu, 
formu owaniu sprzeciwu w przestrzeni rod-
kowoeuropejskiej, rozpi tej pomi dzy mode-
lem demokratycznym i totalitarnym.  
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